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tion and favour with a certayne great man (whose name and Coun-
treye is nowe quite out of my remembraunce) which of his mere
liberalitie dyd beare the costes and charges of .him and his fyve
companions. And besides that gave theim a trastye guyde to con-
ducte them in their journey (which by water was in botes, and by
land in wagons) and to brynge theim to other Princes with verye
frendlye commendations. Thus after manye dayes journeys, he sayd,
they founde townes and Cities and weale publiques, full of people,
governed by good and holsome lawes. For under the line equinoctiall,
and on bothe sydes of the same, as farre as the Sonne doth extend'e
his course, lyeth (quod he) great and wyde desertes and wildernesses,
parched, burned, and dryed up with continuall and intolerable heate.
All thyngs bee hideous, terrible, lothesome, and unpleasaunt to be-
holde: All thynges out of fassyon and comelinesse, inhabited withe
wylde Beastes and Serpentes, or at the leaste wyse, with people,
that be no lesse savage, wylde, and noysome, then the verye beastes
theim selves be. But a little farther beyonde that, all thyinges beginne
by litle and litle to waxe pleasaunte. The ayre soft, temperate,
and gentle. The grounde covered with grene grasse. Lesse wild-
nesse in the beastes. At the last shall ye come agayne to people,
cities and townes wherein is continuall entercourse and occupiyng
of merchaundise and chaffare, not only among themselves and with
theire Borderers, but also with Merchauntes of farre Countreyes,
bothe by lande and water. There I had occasion (sayd he) to go
to many countreyes on every side. For there was no shippe ready to
any voyage or journey, but I and' my followes were into it very
gladly recevved. The shippes that thei founde first were made playn,
flatte and broade in the bo tome, trough wise. The sayles were made
of great russhes, or of wickers, and in some places of lether. After-
warde thei founde shippes with ridged kyeles, and sayles of can-
vasse, yea, and shortly after, havyng all thynges lyke cures. The
shipmen also very experte and cunnynge, bothe in the sea and in the
wether. But he saide that he founde great favoure and frendship
amonge them, for teachynge them the feate and the use of the
lode stone. Whiche to them before that time was unknowne. And
therfore they were wonte to be verye timerous and fearfull upon
the sea. Nor to venter upon it, but only in the somer time. But
nowe they have suche a confidence in that stone, that they feare
not stormy winter: in so dooynge farther from care then daunger.
In so muche, that is is greatly to be doubted, lest that thyng,
throughe their owne folish hardinesse, shall tourne them, to evyll
and harme, which at the first was supposed shoulde be to them good
and commodious. But what he tolde us that he sawe in everye
countreye where he came, it were very longe to declare. Neither
it is my purpose at this time to make rehersall therof. But per-